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Girl Scouts Fulfill Oath to Serve Country  

Remembering  Girl  Scouts’  Participation  as  State  Commemorates  Centennial  of  WWI 

* * * 

Raleigh, N.C. — On August 2, North Carolina will begin a four year Centennial Commemoration of World War I, and 
Girl Scouts – North Carolina Coastal Pines girls will be there—now as Girl Scouts were then.  
 
Girl Scouts will join with World War I reenactors and other event attended to begin a procession on the state 
capitol grounds at 9:30a.m. that  will  end  with  the  laying  of  a  memorial  wreath  at  the  base  of  the  NC  Veterans’  
Monument. A ceremony starting at 10:30a.m. will include music by the NC National Guard Band, readings of 
excerpts  from  President  Woodrow  Wilson’s  War  Message  to  Congress  (April  2,  1917), and remarks by North 
Carolina Governor McCrory. 

 
As The Great War began in 1914, the fledgling Girl Scouts of the USA organization was just 
two years old. Even so, the Movement whose members pledged to do their duty to God 
and country and help people at all times steadfastly worked together to fulfill that oath. As 
a matter of fact, the first Girl Scout Handbook was titled How Girls Can Help Their Country. 
 
When the  United  States’ entered into World War I, Girl Scouts everywhere volunteered 
their services: working in hospitals, staffing railroad station canteens for trains transporting 
servicemen, growing and canning vegetables, selling bonds, and collecting peach pits for 
use in gas mask filters. According to an article in The Rally, an early magazine for Girl Scouts 
and leaders, girls used part of the proceeds from one of the earliest Girl Scout cookie sales 
to buy ingredients to make candy to send soldiers. 

 
Girl Scouts did their part in selling Liberty Bonds to support the allied cause in the war as well. In recognition of 
bond sales totaling $9,174,550 during the war, the US Treasury Department produced a Girl Scout War Service 
medal. The medal was presented to girls who sold a certain number of war bonds.  
 

 
Additionally, the Girl Scout War Service Pin was created to recognize girls for service to the war effort as well. Girls 
could earn points by perform tasks such as knitting wool for the Red Cross, selling Liberty bonds, and canning jams 
and jellies. The pin was intended to encourage girls to contribute in ways that would provide value to those 
engaged in the war. As girls continued their efforts, they received additional ribbons to mark their participation.   

http://www.ncdcr.gov/worldwar1/Home.aspx
https://www.nccoastalpines.org/
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On May 19, 1919, at a Victory Rally celebrating the end of World War I, Juliette Gordon Low was presented with a 
diamond Thanks Badge, bought with pennies donated by Girl Scouts from all over the country. The Thanks Badge 
honors an individual whose ongoing commitment, leadership, and service have had an exceptional, measurable 
impact on meeting the goals and priorities of the entire Girl Scout Movement. Low founded the Girl Scouts 
organization in the United States in 1912. 
 
Honoring the sacrifices made by so many one hundred years ago, Girl Scouts continue to serve their country. 
Troops organize and perform flag retirement ceremonies, provide Girl Scout cookies to deployed military 
personnel, and participate in countless community service projects.  
 
Members of the following Wake County Girl Scout Troops will participate in Saturday’s procession event to help 
kick off this four year commemoration effort:  Troop #1790, Troop #1773, Troop #734, Troop #864 and Troop 
#221. 

-end- 
 
Additional Information 
Juliette Gordon Low sends Girl Scouts a message in the first issue of the Rally to help the War (WWI) effort by 
raising and training carrier pigeons; each subsequent issue had another request. 
http://www.girlscoutsjs.org/history-timeline   
 
“During the Great War, the Girl Scouts and Girl Guides of all countries gave a splendid account of themselves, and 
many  are  the  stories  that  will  be  handed  on  …  telling  of  the  quick-minded Girl Scouts who gave first aid after an air 
raid or other disaster, of food grown and conserved in many ways, of Red Cross supplies, knitted garments, and 
comfort kits provided, of money raised for Liberty Loans and thrift stamps, and of all the other ways both 
picturesque and obscure in which girls served the needs of their countries. This desire for helpfulness did not end 
with the war. Since that time, perhaps more than ever before, Girl Scouts have realized the equally great peace 
time  need  for  “community  service,”  and  are  constantly  discovering  what  a  variety of activities it may include.” (p. 
21 Girl Scout Handbook, copyright 1929, New York, NY:Girl Scouts, Inc.) 
 
Girl Scouts War Service Medal struck in 1918 by the US Treasury Department to commemorate Girl Scouts 
achievements in selling Liberty Bonds. http://www.vintagegirlscout.com/serawards.html 
 
About Girl Scouts 
Founded in 1912, Girl Scouts of the USA is the preeminent leadership development organization for girls, with 3.2 
million girl and adult members worldwide. Girl Scouting is the leading  authority  on  girls’ healthy development, and 
builds girls of courage, confidence and character, who make the world a better place. The organization serves girls 
from every corner of the United States and its territories. 
 
In partnership with more than 10,000 adult volunteers, Girl Scouts – North Carolina Coastal Pines serves more than 
28,000 girl members in 41 central and eastern North Carolina counties. (Counties are: Beaufort, Bladen, Brunswick, 
Carteret, Chatham, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Franklin, Granville, Greene, 
Halifax, Harnett, Hoke, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Martin, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, 
Orange, Pamlico, Pender, Person, Pitt, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland, Vance, Wake, Warren, Wayne, and 
Wilson.) The council's administrative headquarters is located in Raleigh, with additional program and service 
centers located in Fayetteville and Goldsboro. For more information on membership or volunteer opportunities, call 
800-284-4475 or visit www.nccoastalpines.org. 
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